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The Rev. Dick Snyder was among sev-

eral hundred people who gathered in late 

April at Manzanar, along U.S. Highway 

395 about 100 miles north of Los Ange-

les, to observe the 70th anniversary of an 

executive order that uprooted thousands of 

Japanese Americans from their homes and 

placed them in detention camps.

By Dick Snyder

“Why come to a place most people want 

to forget?”
This question was posed by Dr. Mitch-

ell Maki, vice provost of academic affairs 

at California State university, Domin-

guez Hills, as we stood at Manzanar, a 

place between the communities of lone 

Pine and Independence on the east side 

of the Sierra Nevada that served as home 

for 10,000 incarcerated Japanese Ameri-

cans during the Second World War.

our pilgrimage commemorated the 

anniversary of the signing in 1942 — 

just 70 years ago — of executive order 

9066 by President Franklin Roosevelt, 

which led to the mass imprisonment of 

Japanese Americans and confiscation of 

their property. Manzanar was just one of 

10 relocation centers across the country 

that housed a total of 110,000 citizens 

during the war years.

Manzanar has evolved from a place 

of imprisonment to a site for education. 

It is now a national historic site with an 

interpretive center and reconstructed 

buildings to give an idea of camp life de-

cades ago.
I walked across the Manzanar site, 

from the interpretive center to the cem-

etery, a distance of about 1.5 miles. The 

grounds feature cement slabs that served 

as the foundation for barracks, school, 

hospital and other buildings. They also 

contain gardens started by the residents. 

I wanted to feel some of what it meant 

to live there, in that concentration camp.

The wind was blowing, as it often does 

there. Someone once told me that in the 

evening, and at night when the wind is 

blowing, you can hear in the silence the 

sounds of those who were incarcerated.

Maki, in his address, 

said there is a need to 

embrace and remember 

both good and the bad 

memories of Manzanar. 

“The story does not end 

with the closing of the 

camp,” he noted.
It continued with ef-

forts to get an official 

apology from the gov-

ernment to those who 

were incarcerated, to get 

reparations, and now to 

provide education.
The reason for those 

efforts is found on a state 

marker at the entrance 

to Manzanar. It reads 

in part, “May the injus-

tices and humiliation 

suffered here as a result 

of hysteria, racism, and 

economic exploitation 

never emerge again.”

lest we forget.
one speaker noted 

that the internees were 

sent to Manzanar “because of the color 

of their skin, the God they worshipped, 

the way they chose to live.”

Members of the Council on Ameri-

can-Islamic Relations from Northern 

and Southern California attended the 

event. Hussam Ayloush, executive di-

rector of CAIR in Southern California, 

noted that “in recent years, as anti-Mus-

lim sentiment has increased in the u.S., 

so too have the efforts of the Japanese 

American community in 

support of the Muslims.”

The remembrance pro-

gram consisted of speeches 

and awards, music, roll call 

of the camps, an interfaith 

service, and ondo, or group 

dancing, as well as edu-

cational workshops. Par-

ticipants included many 

who were interned at the 

camp or who had been 

born there. Their num-

ber declines as advancing 

years take their toll, but 

the original internees have 

been succeeded by sec-

ond- and third-generation 

members of their families.

An interfaith service 

took place on the cem-

etery grounds, which feature a stone 

monument designed and built by one of 

the internees with donations from camp 

residents. on the stone are three Japa-

nese characters that translate literally to 

“soul-consoling tower.”

Said another way, the words remind 

us to “remember, to remember it all,” 

said the Rev. Paul Nakamura of luther-

an oriental Church in Torrance, Calif., 

one of the interfaith service leaders. He 

brought with him the Manzanar cross, 

made from wood found on the site. It 

has been placed on the monument each 

year during the remembrance ceremony.

The education effort of the remem-

brance now includes Manzanar After 

Dark, which engages college students 

in leading small group discussions with 

Manzanar survivors so that their stories 

may be heard and remembered.  

While driving back home after the 

events, I realized that the call to work for 

justice found in the Baptismal Covenant 

can take many forms: Remembering. Ac-

tively remembering. Remembering all of it.

Responding. Saying “yes” to the op-

portunities with which we are presented, 

wherever we are.
lest we forget.    n

For more information about Manzanar 

National Historic Site, go to www.nps.gov/

manz; for more information about the an-

nual remembrance, go to www.Manzanar-

Committee.org.

Dick Snyder is an Episcopal priest who 

serves as senior correspondent for episcopal 

Journal. He is a state prison chaplain in 

Nevada.
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Interfaith leaders at the Manzanar monument. The wartime camp in which 10,000 Japanese Americans 

were once interred is now an education center.
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remembering Manzanar

Observance recalls wartime incarceration of Japanese Americans

The Rev. Dick Snyder asperges members of the media corps 

during the interfaith service remembering the 10,000 

Japanese Americans incarcerated in the camp during the 

Second World War.  

12 ePISCoPAl JouRNAl    June 2012

      arTS A cool 
experience on  
a spring day!

By Jerry Hames 

Photos by Paul Hausman

“Real cool,” exclaimed one nine year old, describing 

her pottery, poetry and eco-sculpture workshops as she took a 

rice cake and fashioned a cartoon face using Cheerios for eyes 

and pieces of fresh veggies and cream cheese for its other fea-

tures. It was lunchtime and a “food art” session with celebrity 

chef Melody McGinley Whitelaw, who told the kids about the 

health benefits of fresh vegetables and the value of having their 

own herb and vegetable gardens.

Then it was on to more workshops in the afternoon — dra-

ma, cartooning and music.

More than 55 boys and girls aged 6 through 13 from St. 

Peter’s episcopal Church and the community of Morristown, 

N.J., participated in a Children’s Day of Art on May 13.

It was the final day of a two-

week community celebration 

of the arts that included an 

MG Kids Art Show (named 

after the community’s website 

MorristownGreen.com) in the 

church’s Great Hall, a jazz cof-

feehouse, and a poetry night. 

The art show featured more 

than 300 works from public, 

parochial and private schools, 

individual young artists, local 

churches and various commu-

nity organizations, including a homeless shelter.

The Rev. Janet Broderick, rector of St. Peter’s, said it was a 

spiritual time for the children. “Art has to do with making a 

spiritual statement. So we’re worshipping today; the classrooms 

are our churches.” Broderick, who was a pottery shop owner 

in New York City’s east Village before becoming a priest, led 

a pottery workshop.

Solange De Santis, a journalist who has directed, stage 

managed and developed plays, said her workshops introduced 

children to drama skills such as how to analyze a play. “Theater 

is in one location, but drama takes place all around us,” she 

told them. 
Sharon Sheridan, a lifelong poet and journalist, said many 

arts programs let children self-select which activities they 

want and offer longer classes. “But I think the breadth of our 

offerings was a plus, allowing children to experience more. I 

hope some of them discovered new talents they didn’t realize 

they had”.
Sheridan, the festival’s coordinator, spent months planning 

for the day with the help of St. Peter’s assistant rector, Melissa 

Hall and a Kickstarter web-based fund-raising campaign.

“I was amazed at the depth and quality of the poetry the 

children wrote, both as individuals and in groups,” Sheridan 

said. “I loved the sculptures created from trash and recyclables 

displayed on the church lawn.”

And if messiness correlates to fun, she said, the extent of the 

cleanup that the pottery room needed offered proof.

“I saw adults and children leaving the Day of Art, and the 

smiles on their faces said it all,” said parishioner lisa Hatala.   n
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By Sharon Sheridan  

Episcopal News Service

While adult deputies and bishops 

conduct the business of Gen-

eral Convention at the Indiana 

Convention Center, children 

accompanying them will train to become mis-

sion ambassadors to their congregations back 

home.
The Children’s Ministries office of the Epis-

copal Church and the Diocese of Indianapo-

lis are partnering with the diocese’s Waycross 

Camp and Conference Center in Morgan-

town, Episcopal Relief & Development, and 

National Episcopal Health Ministries to offer 

the children’s program. Children from birth 

through fifth grade may attend for all or part 

of the convention that meets July 3–12.

The program will use Episcopal Relief & 

Development’s “Abundant life Garden Proj-

ect” curriculum.
 “one of the strengths of this curriculum 

is that a child can learn something just from a 

short time,” said agency formation consultant 

Cindy Coe, who developed the curriculum. 

“of course, if they attend for a longer time, 

it’s just that much deeper,” she said. “The pur-

pose is to engage children in the work of Epis-

copal Relief & Development, using images of 

the garden.”
The children’s program is not just child 

care, said Ruth-Ann Collins, Episcopal staff 

officer for lifelong Christian formation. “It’s a 

full faith-formation experience for children.”

Program leaders want children to know, 

“Wow, we’re part of a bigger church than just 

our little church,” she said. “They get to meet 

kids from different parts of the country.”

Participating children will attend the daily 

convention Eucharist. “They’re going to have 
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Students at the Episcopal School of Knoxville, Tenn., display beans grown in their garden as part of 

Episcopal Relief & Development’s “Abundant Life Garden Project” curriculum, which will be used 

during the children’s program at General Convention in Indianapolis in July. 

Gaza hospital ‘desperate’  

Bishops seek Obama’s help after UN cuts funding 

By Matthew Davies 

Episcopal News Service

Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts 

Schori and 101 Episcopal bishops 

are asking President Barack obama 

to intervene after the united Nations 

Relief and Works Agency (uNRWA) ended 

financial support to the Al Ahli Arab Hospital 

in Gaza, a major ministry of the Diocese of 

Jerusalem, on June 1.

The agency’s support has amounted to 

about $1 million per year, or nearly half of 

the hospital’s $2.4 million budget. 

The church leaders say the decision could 

have “disastrous consequences for the more than 

two million residents of Gaza, already living in 

conditions of profound humanitarian need.”

The decision, coming after nearly two 

decades of partnership with the hospital, is 

without public justification and threatens to 

debilitate the hospital, its 120-person staff, 

and the many thousands of Gazans who rely 

on it for primary and urgent care and treat-

ment, the bishops say.

Founded as a mission of the Anglican 

Church in 1882, the hospital became a part 

of the diocese in 1982. Today, it is among 

more than 30 institutions run by the Jerusa-

lem-based diocese.

The hospital provides primary and emer-

gency care to the almost exclusively Muslim 

population in Gaza, without proselytizing or 

discriminating on the basis of religion, eth-

nicity, politics, or social identification, the 

bishops say. “It is the only facility of its sort in 

the Gaza Strip that is not run by the Hamas 

government, and as such, it is able to provide 

care without any outside interference or po-

litical calculation. Its continued operation 

thus is in the inherent interests of the united 

States government.”

In a recent interview, hospital director Su-

haila Tarazi said that Al Ahli is “a place of peace, 

a place of reconciliation, a place of love.”

The hospital serves about 42,000 outpa-

tients and 4,800 inpatients each year and also 

runs programs for children and the elderly. It 

provides services in general surgery, general 

medicine, gynecology and obstetrics, and pe-

diatrics and orthopedics, among other areas.

 “We provide medical care to all people, 

especially the poor, without any discrimina-

tion,” said Tarazi. “As a Christian hospital we 

have the full respect from all the community 

because we are for all.”

Water, seeds and soil

‘Abundant Life’ awaits children at convention
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and missiology. I’m interested 
in teaching about the church 
around the world, and my stud-
ies will focus on the church in 
Sudan. There are a lot of really 
fascinating questions about the 
church in Sudan, from which 
we can learn a lot about how 
the Gospel is spread around the 
world. 

Ultimately, I’m interested 
in teaching people in the U.S. 
about the church around the 
world and teaching people around the 
world about the church in the U.S. When 
I spent time in Nigeria, for instance, I real-
ized just how little Americans know about 
the church there and how the Nigerian re-
sponse to questions that have shaken the 
Anglican Communion for the last decade 
has been shaped by a host of local factors. 
At the same time, folks in Nigeria have a 
lot to learn about the church in the U.S. 
I think there’s a real need in the world for 
bridge figures who can interpret one part 
of the world to another.

I’m also working on a second book, 
called Backpacking through the Anglican 
Communion: A Search for Unity, which 
will be based on my travels in the world 
church over the last several years. I’m try-
ing to show what it is like to be an An-
glican at the grassroots level in different 
parts of the world — learning what unites 
Anglicans and what separates them. I 
think, and I’ve seen, that what unites us is 
much greater than what divides us. 

Does this give you hope for the fu-
ture of missionary work through the 
church?  

I am always hopeful, perhaps fool-

ishly so. I am hopeful about the future 
of the world church. I am hopeful that 
someday we will learn to live by Jesus’ 
prayer for his followers that we all may 
be one. That’s a missional prayer. Jesus 
says, “That they all may be one … so 
that the world may believe.” Our unity 
is connected to our witness to the world. 

It’s exciting that the church is real-
izing that what has worked in the past 
may no longer work now or in the future 
and that we all need to be missionaries 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and bear 
that news of reconciliation. This can be 
a little bit scary but also exciting — to 
move from a church model with which 
we’re so familiar to a model of church 
where we are all missionaries, reaching 
out to people who are different from us. 
We need to renew ourselves in the trans-
forming love of God in Christ, whether 
it’s at a garbage dump in South Africa or 
just down the street.

I have a lot of hope that it is already 
happening in the church and will con-
tinue. And I’m really grateful to be part 
of this diocese [Western Massachusetts], 
which has nurtured me and sent me out 
into the world.   n

Jesse Zink with a young friend.

Conversation continued from page 13

Teens raise sights to world’s need

“My name is Benjamin 
Wright, and I am 
a firm believer that 
anyone and everyone 

can and should make a positive differ-
ence in the world.”

The opening line of Wright’s guest 
post on the Episcopal Relief & De-
velopment blog pretty much sums it 
up. Feeling called to use his talents 
and theater experience to make a real 
impact on the lives of people around 
the world, he called together a group 
of volunteers from Desoto, Texas, to 
stage a benefit production of Godspell, 
an acclaimed Broadway musical based 
on the Gospel of Matthew.

Through cash and in-kind dona-
tions, Wright and his crew were able to 
assemble permissions, props, costumes 
and technical elements for the show, 
so the full amount of box-office sales 
could be donated to Episcopal Relief 
& Development.

All of this was accomplished with 
support from local volunteers; The-
ater Arlington; St. Alban’s Episcopal 
Church in Arlington; St. Anne Epis-
copal Church in DeSoto; and Canter-
bury Episcopal School, where Wright, 
16,  is a junior

He instructed that the contribu-
tions be used to support programs that 
provide food and clean water for com-
munities in need. “Regrettably, in our 
society today, teenagers are not pushed 
to make such a difference,” he wrote. 
“I wanted to prove that with firm ap-
plication and determination, a youth 
could actually create a major difference 

in many people’s lives.”
The son of two priests – his mother, 

Melanie, is priest-in-charge at St. Al-
ban’s; his father, Andrew, is rector at 
St. Anne – Wright said he first heard 
about Episcopal Relief & Develop-
ment through his mother’s church 
several years ago, when they lived in 
Maryland.

“I learned both of Gifts for Life and 
the NetsforLife® program… [and] I 
would contribute from time to time by 
purchasing an item in someone’s name 
as a Christmas gift,” he said.

He said the idea for the Godspell 
benefit came after he participated in a 
program that explored how shortages 
of food and fresh water impact mil-
lions of people worldwide. He and a 
number of other teens from the pro-
gram teamed up with friends, class-
mates and local Episcopal youth to 
plan the show.

The project exceeded its fundrais-
ing goal of $8,000 through box-office 
sales alone and also raised funds with 
refreshment and T-shirt sales.

“They might not know it, but even 
the way they organized the event — 
mobilizing local resources and using 
their own talents and strengths to mul-
tiply the contributions they received 
for the benefit of many — is very simi-
lar to the way our local partners work,” 
said Rob Radtke, president of Epis-
copal Relief & Development. “It is 
wonderful to hear about young people 
taking leadership roles and using their 
talents to make a difference in the lives 
of others.”   n


